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Rodent predation by Turdus leucomelas
(Passeriformes: Turdidae)
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ABSTRACT: Pale-breasted Thrush (Zurdus leucomelas) is described as an omnivorous bird that forage solitarily or in pairs on the
soil. This note reports a rodent predation event by 7. leucomelas. The event was recorded on November 14™ 2013, in a riparian Forest
fragment of Grande River, in Igarapava Municipality, Sdo Paulo, Brazil. Although the presence of small vertebrates on the diet of
1" leucomelas is known, this is the first record of a mammal being predated by this bird species. This record is important because it
contributes to a better understand of the natural history of Neotropical passerines.
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The Pale-breasted Thrush T7urdus leucomelas Vieillot,
1818 (Passeriformes, Turdidae) (CBRO 2014) occurs in
the South American continent, from the Guianas and
Venezuela to Bolivia, Argentina, Paraguay and Brazil. In
Brazil, it has a wide distribution, not occurring only in the
central and western regions of the Amazonian forest and
the eastern portions of Santa Catarina and Rio Grande do
Sul states (Sick 1997, Mendes-Neto & Vasconcelos 2005,
Sigrist 2013).

This thrush normally inhabits semi-forested areas,
but it can be recorded in a variety of habitats, including
urban areas (Sick 1997). Female builds a bowl-shaped
nest, made up of clay, roots, and dried vegetal matter, on
human constructions, ravines and hedgerows, in heights
varying from 1 to 2.5m from the ground (Sick 1997).
Two to three green-bluish red spotted eggs are incubated
by the female for 10 to 12 days, when the nestlings are
born (Mendes-Neto & Vasconcelos 2005, Sigrist 2013).

Pale-breasted Thrush is described as an omnivorous
bird that forage solitarily or in pairs on the ground
(Willis 1979, Sick 1997). From stomach content
studies and direct observations in the wild, the diet of 7/
leucomelas was delimited: fruits, seeds, insects, arachnids,
earthworms, gastropods, and small vertebrates, such as
lizards and snakes (Moojen ez al. 1941, Schubart ez al.
1965, Poulin et al. 1994, Piratelli & Pereira 2002, Duraes
& Marini 2005, Lopes ez al. 2005a,b, Lima ez al. 2010,
Sazima & D’Angelo 2011).

Although the capacity of predating small vertebrates
by 1. leucomelas has already been attested (Lopes ez al.
2005b, Sazima & D’Angelo 2011), there is no report in
scientificliterature of this bird species predating upon small
mammals. Thus, the aim of this short communication is
to report on the first record of 7. leucomelas predating
upon a small rodent.

The event was recorded on 14 November 2013, at
03:30 PM, in a riparian forest fragment along the Grande
River, in Igarapava Municipality, Sao Paulo, southeastern
Brazil (19°59'22.53"S / 47°48'38.25"W; elevation: 497
m). The riparian forest fragment is located near a sugar-
alcohol plantation and has many small ranches inside it.

Two Pale-breasted Thrushes were observed
persecuting two small rodents through the litter. During
the persecution, the thrushes tried to capture the rodents
using their beaks; this behavior was recorded during 30
seconds, when one of the thrushes and one of the rodents
run out of sight. The other thrush jumped into the rodent
and captured it, holding the mouse against the ground
with its beak. The mouse tried to escape wrestling, but he
did not make it. Then, the thrush flew holding the dead
mouse on its beak, first landing on the ground (Figure 1a)
and then on a branch (Figure 1b).

In a study on the small mammal community at
the same area, Corréa (2014) recorded nine rodent
species, with the species of the genus Oligoryzomys being
the most frequent ones. Looking at the morphological
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FIGURE 1. Pale-breasted Thrush (Zicrdus leucomelas) with a small dead rodent in its beak on the ground (A) and on a branch (B).

characteristics of the predated mouse, it is very likely that
it belonged to this genus (see Carleton & Musser 1989).

Lopes et al. (2005b) suggested that vertebrate
predation events by Neotropical passerines were rare,
since these events were recorded in only 9% of the known
species; among these, in only 18% of the species, small
vertebrates other than frogs or lizards were recorded.
Mammals were recorded in the diet of only 23 (11%)
of the 203 species analysed, distributed in nine families,
with Turdidae included (Lopes ez /. 2005b). From the
eight Turdidae species evaluated, only Zirdus migratorius,
native to North America, presented vestiges of mammals
in its diet (Lopes ez al. 2005b). These results suggested
that the mammal predation by Neotropical passerines is
even rarer.

According to Sazima & D’Angelo (2011), passerine
birds hunt vertebrates mostly during the reproductive
season, because feeding vertebrates to the nestlings and
juveniles provide more proteins, calcium and energy to
their development if compared to fruits and invertebrates.
The predation event described herein occurred during the
breeding season of 7. leucomelas (October to December,
Lobato ez al. 2011), indicating that it may include
vertebrates in the diet of their nestlings or that they ingest
such items to complement their nutritional necessities
during this critical period.

Vertebrate predation events by passerine birds
have been recorded in the last decade; records came
from stomach content studies (Chapman & Rosenberg
1991, Lopes et al. 2005b, Aguiar & Coltro-Jr 2008) and
occasional sightings (Sazima 2007, Lima & Rodrigues
2008, Pizo 2008, Carvalho-Filho 2009, Mafia ez al. 2011,
Sazima & D’Angelo 2011, Brito ez al. 2014), such as the
one presented herein. Therefore, our record is important
because it contributes to a better understand of the
natural history of Neotropical passerines (Christianini
2005, Mesquita 2009).
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