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Figure 1. Ornate-Hawk Eagle using water fountains
constructed by local communities in El Cielo. Photographs
were obtained by camera traps.

2000) reducing the habitat for the species. In addition,
hunting is another threat to the Ornate Hawk-Eagle
as it is both appreciated as a trophy (Ifigo-Elias er al.
1987, Aranda et al. 2009, Forcey & Aragén 2009) and
is sometimes perceived as a threat for poultry (Trinca ez
al. 2008), despite the fact that it rarely takes this type
of prey. Furthermore, poaching on other animals might
also indirectly affect this species, as we have seen it scared
by hunting dogs. Nevertheless, more research should
be performed to evaluate the actual effects of those
disturbances associated with poaching (e.g., noise, prey
depletion, alteration of community structure; Dulvy ez al.

2004, Chapron ez al. 2008) on the Ornate Hawk-Eagle.
Conclusions

Although our observations may be useful in improving our
knowledge of the Ornate Hawk-Eagle, more systematic
analyses are needed to fulfill our understanding of the
species. We suggest that local and regional information
on the Ornate Hawk-Eagle is essential to have a complete
understanding of its biology and to improve the
implementation of conservation strategies for protecting
the species and its habitat. The promotion of community-
based monitoring projects could be useful in enhancing
the research capabilities and conservation efforts on this
and other species throughout the region.

Table 2. Timing of breeding of the Ornate Hawk-Eagle (Spizaetus ornatus) in tropical Mexico.

Breeding event Month Observations

Courtship displays February -

Nest-building February The species might re-use the same nest for several years. Nest
reconstruction is performed by the couple by using green branches of
trees located at the surroundings of the old nest.

Mating March The couple mates for several times during this time of the year.

Egg-laying March—-April -

Incubation April -

Hatching April -

May By this month, the chick can hold its head up and show up from the
nest.

Fledging August The young starts to perform short-distance flights, always staying

close to the nest. It is very noisy as it constantly calls the parents for

food.

Juvenile explores
surroundings

January

September—December  Juvenile is quite able to fly and starts to move away from the nest.
However, it still receives food from the parents.

The juvenile gets more silent and solitary. However, it is still possible

to observe the juvenile and the parents together.

Juvenile independence  February—March

Parents force the juvenile to abandon the nesting area. They may

attack the young if it refuses to leave. In extraordinary occasions, the
juvenile manages to stay in the surroundings of the nest, even if the
parents start to raise a new chick.
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