
145

The Variable Seedeater (Sporophila americana) occurs
from Mexico to northern South America (Ridgely & Tudor
1989, Sick 1997). In Brazil, its distribution is known from
lower Rio Negro area across the Amapá state and east to
Belém region, and in westernmost Amazon region (Ridgely
& Tudor 1989, Sick 1997). Here I report the first record of
this species in Maranhão state, northeastern Brazil.

On 16 March 2004, I observed and tape-recorded two
males of Variable Seedeater along Água Branca stream
(04o53’S, 47o25’W), Açailândia municipality, western Mara-
nhão state, Brazil. These birds were in secondary vegetation
on both margins of this stream. One individual was observed
imitating the song of the Great Kiskadee (Pitangus sulphu-
ratus), which is a common species in the study area. Sick
(1997) also reports that the Variable Seedeater imitates voices
of other bird species. Copies of the tape recordings were
deposited at Arquivo Sonoro Prof. Elias Coelho (ASEC),
Department of Zoology, Federal University of Rio de Janeiro.

This is the first record of the Variable Seedeater for
Maranhão state (Oren 1990, 1991). This species was not
observed in a previous study carried out in the region
(Almeida 2001). Considering the lack of records for the
Variable Seedeater in recent surveys (Oren 1990, 1991,
Almeida 2001), it is likely that this species reached
Açailândia region following the intense deforestation during
the last decades. Alternatively the Variable Seedeater can
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RESUMO. Primeiro registro da coleira-do-norte (Sporophila americana) no estado do Maranhão, Brasil. A coleira-do-
norte (Sporophila americana) distribui-se no Brasil ao longo da bacia do Amazonas, da região do baixo Rio Negro até o
Amapá e o Pará, e no extremo oeste da Amazônia Brasileira. No dia 16 de março de 2004, dois machos foram observados e
tiveram suas vocalizações gravadas em áreas de vegetação secundária localizadas às margens do córrego Água Branca
(04o53’S, 47o25’W), município de Açailândia, Maranhão, Brasil. Estes são os primeiros registros desta espécie para o estado
do Maranhão.

PALAVRAS-CHAVE: distribuição geográfica, Emberizidae, Maranhão, Sporophila americana.
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perform seasonal movements or could have been released in
the region by illegal animal dealers.
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