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RESUMO. Primeiros registros de Limosa fedoa para o Brasil. Limosa fedoa reproduz-se nos Estados Unidos, Canadá e Alasca, com áreas de 
invernagem conhecidas na costa pacífica e costa atlântica, até o México. Essa espécie é considerada um visitante incomum na costa da Venezuela, 
Colômbia, Equador e Chile. Limosa fedoa foi observada em pequenos grupos de até 10 indivíduos em várias ocasiões (janeiro e fevereiro de 2001, 
fevereiro de 2002 e agosto, setembro e novembro de 2003) na Ilha Canelas, litoral nordeste do Estado do Pará, Brasil. Esses são os primeiros registros 
da espécie para o Brasil.
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The Marbled Godwit Limosa fedoa is a relatively large migra-
tory shorebird. It breeds in the northern grasslands of the U.S. 
and southern Canada (Steward 1975, Godfrey 1986, Janssen 
1987, Semenchuk 1992, Peterson 1995, Smith 1996, Sauer 
et al. 1997). Only two small and isolated breeding popula-
tions exist along the coast of James Bay, Ontario and Quebec, 
and on the Alaska Peninsula (Letourneau and Morrier 1996, 
Andres and Browne 1998). Marbled Godwits exhibit relati-
vely short to long-distance migrations and winter regularly 
on the Pacific Coast between British Columbia (Campbell et 
al. 1990) and Costa Rica/Panama (Stiles and Skutch 1989), 
and on the Atlantic Coast between Massachusetts (Veit and 
Petersen 1993) and through Mexico to the northern coast of 
the Yucatán Peninsula (Howell and Webb 1995). Uncommon 
winter residents are also found along the coasts of Venezuela 
(Mercier et al. 1987), Colombia (Easterla and George 1970), 
Ecuador (Ridgely et al. 1998) and Chile (Araya and Chester 
1993), but so far no records exist from Brazil.

Marbled Godwits were observed at high and low tides, at 
the intertidal of the Ilha de Canelas on the northern coast of 
Brazil (00°47’S, 46°43’W; Figure 1). On several occasions 
(Table 1), up to 10 individuals were observed with help of 
binoculars (10×40 and 8×32) and telescopes (20–60×80). 
Birds usually stayed in the open intertidal area for several 
hours. They were undisturbed by the approach (up to 30 m), 
so field marks of their winter plumage could be easily identi-
fied. Because of their frequent occurrence, the impression was 
received that Marbled Godwits might use the site as a regular 
stopover or wintering area.

Marbled Godwits preferred the sandy tidal flats and did 
not occur at study sites close to or within the mangrove forest 

(Kober 2004). During high tide they were observed to roost 
on an isolated beach. On tidal flats, they spent most of their 
time with foraging, often associated with Whimbrels Nume-
nius phaeopus and other large shorebirds, preferring water 
covered areas for their deep probes (up to 15 cm depth). As 
far as prey could be identified by sight, the Godwits’ diet con-
sisted mainly of polychaetes (Kober 2004).

There is no report of this species elsewhere on the northern 
coast of Brazil (Rodrigues 2000). The present evidence repre-
sents an expansion of the known winter range down the Atlan-
tic Coast of South America to the northern coast of Brazil.

Table 1. Total numbers of Limosa fedoa observed at high and 
low tide at the Ilha de Canelas, Pará, Brazil.

Date High tide Low tide

26 January 2001 – 2

27 January 2001 – 5

21 February 2001 – 1

22 February 2001 – 3

23 February 2001 – 1

10 February 2002 – 1

17 August 2003 5 –

14 September 2003 10 –

8 November 2003 7 –



466

ACKNOWLEDGMENTS

Financial support for the field trip to the Bragantinian Pe-
ninsula was received from the Konrad Adenauer Foundation 
(KAS), the German Academic Exchange Service (DAAD), 
the German Ministry for Education, Science, Research and 
Technology (BMBF) [Project number 03F0253A, Mangrove 
Dynamics and Management – MADAM], and the Conselho 
Nacional de Pesquisa e Tecnologia (CNPq).

REFERENCES

Andres, B. A. and B. T. Browne (1998) Spring migration of 
shorebirds on the Yukutat Forelands, Alaska. Wilson 
Bull. 110:326-331.

Araya, B. and S. Chester (1993) The birds of Chile: a field 
guide. Santiago, Chile: Latour.

Campbell, R. W., N. K. Dawe, I. McTaggart-Cowan, J. M. Co-
oper, G. W. Kaiser and M. C. E. McNall (1990) The birds 
of British Columbia. Victoria: R. British Columbia Mus.

Easterla, D. A. and W. George (1970) Marbled Godwit and 
Yellow-Throated Warbler in Columbia, South America. 
Condor 72:473.

Godfrey, W. E. (1986) The birds of Canada. Ottawa: National 
Museum of Canada.

Howell, S. N. G. and S. Webb (1995) A guide to the birds 
of Mexico and northern Central America. New York: 
Oxford University Press.

Figure 1. Intertidal of the Ilha de Canelas, Pará, Brazil (modified after Krause et al. 2001 and Krause et al. 2004)

Seção do Comitê Brasileiro de Registros Ornitológicos



467

Janssen, R. B. (1987) Birds in Minnesota. Minneapolis: Univ. 
of Minnesota Press.

Kober, K. (2004) Foraging ecology and habitat use of wa-
ding birds and shorebirds in the mangrove ecosystem 
of the Caeté Bay, Northeast Pará, Brazil. Ph. D. Thesis. 
Bremen, Germany: Centre of Marine Tropical Ecology, 
Univ. of Bremen.

Krause, G., M. Bock, S. Weiers and G. Braun (2004) Mapping 
land-cover and mangrove structures with remote sensing 
techniques – a contribution to a synoptic GIS in support 
of coastal management in north Brazil. Environmental 
Management 34:429-440.

________, D. Schories, M. Glaser and K. Diele (2001) Spa-
tial patterns of mangrove ecosystems: the Bragantinian 
mangroves of northern Brazil (Bragança, Pará). Ecotro-
pica 7:93-107.

Letourneau, V. and A. Morrier (1996) Marbled Godwit, 
p.1138-1139. In: Gauthier, J. and Y. Aubry (eds.) The 
breeding birds of Quebec: atlas of the breeding birds 
of Southern Quebec. Assoc. quebecoise des groupes 
d’ornithologues, Montreal, Quebec. Province of Quevec 
Soc. for the protection of birds, Canadian Wild. Serv., 
Environ. Canada, Quebec Region.

Mercier, F., R. McNeil and S. J. R. Rodriguez (1987) First 
occurence of Bar-tailed Godwit in South America and 
status of the Marbled Godwit in Northeastern Venezuela. 
J. Field Ornithol. 58:78-80.

Peterson, R. A. (1995) The South Dakota breeding bird atlas. 
Aberdeen: South Dakota Ornithol. Union.

Ridgely, R. S., P. J. Greenfield and M. Guerrero G. (1998) An 
annotated list of the birds of mainland Ecuador. Quito: 
Fundación Ornitológica del Ecuador, CECIA.

Rodrigues, A. A. F. (2000) Seasonal abundance of neartic 
shorebirds in the Gulf of Maranhão, Brazil. J. Field Or-
nithol. 71:665-675.

Sauer, J. R., J. E. Hines, G. Gough, I. Thomas and B. G. Peter-
john (1997) The North American Breeding Bird Surveys 
results and analysis. Version 96.4. Laurel, M.D.: Patu-
xent Wildl. Res. Centre.

Semenchuk, G. P. (1992) Breeding birds of Alberta. Edmon-
ton: Fed. of Alberta Nat.

Smith, A. R. (1996) Atlas of Saskatchewan birds. Regina: 
Saskatchewan Natural History Society.

Steward, R. E. (1975) Breeding birds of North Dakota. Fargo, 
N.D.: Tri-College Centre for Environ. Stud.

Stiles, F. G. and A. F. Skutch (1989) A guide to the birds of 
Costa Rica. Ithaca, NY: Comstock Publ. Assoc.

Veit, R. and W. Petersen (1993) Birds of Massachusetts. Lin-
coln: Mass. Audubon Soc.

Seção do Comitê Brasileiro de Registros Ornitológicos




